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" Anyway, that's not the question. He came to my place about half-past nine. I must have been the first person who knew, or suspected, that something had happened. Yet at noon, when I made my little round, the neighbourhood had heard nothing at all. Nor had the police, either, almost certainly. Otherwise there would have been police turning up, and the examining magistrate ; inquiries and all the rest of it; a stir in the streets. So it's quite natural that the papers, which go to press probably about one o'clock, or two o'clock, should say nothing about it."
The silence of the Press was no disproof, so far, of the reality of the " deed." This reasoning comforted Quinette, who had been on the point of feeling rather bitter about things. " But then he had to deal with another unpleasant idea.
" He won't be at the rendezvous. In fact, I must have been a fool to imagine for <a moment that he would be there,"
He went over the scenario of his visit to the police inspector again and made improvements in it. He succeeded in polishing up his little speech. And what about the description ? He must have that prepared, too, if only to show the police that he was a man with a sense of responsibility, who might take his time before making a move of that kind, but at least, when he had made up his mind, did not worry people to no purpose.
" This fellow, inspector, struck me as being about thirty to thirty-five. He was of medium height - that is, about my own height. Build ? - oh, quite ordinary - neither fat nor
thin. The colour of his hair------ Be careful, now 1 I was
thinking of saying * quite ordinary * again. That wouldn't sound as though I were serious. Can I still see his face before me? Yes, in the sense that I should recognise it. But how is one to describe it ? Had he a moustache ? Yes, I think so. I wouldn't swear to it; but I think so. Not much of a one, in any case. His eyes ? I didn't notice their colour. Perhaps I haven't much of a gift of observation. Besides, after all, I was upset. The police, I suppose, must have a method of